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According to a recent report by the National Foreign Trade Bank (BANCOMEXT), in 1990 capital
goods imports increased by 43%, compared to a 23% jump in 1989. Intermediate goods imports
rose 18% last year. Between 1987 and 1990, total imports increased from $12.223 billion to $29.799
billion, representing an average 34.6% increase per year. Intermediate and capital goods import
spending rose from $11.455 billion to $24.74 billion in the same time period, or an average 29.9%
increase per year. The BANCOMEXT report predicted an overall 10.8% increase in import spending
for 1991. The most important capital goods imports at present are computers, telecommunciations
and radio equipment, metal-processing machinery, and equipment for the paper and cardboard
and textile industries. Notable intermediate good imports include the following: automotive
assembly materials, ball bearings and pulleys, specialty lumber products, synthetic fiber and fabric,
electronics parts and components, and, tires and inner tubes. The US, France, Germany and Japan
accounted for 77% of Mexican imports last year. In 1990, Mexico's most important Latin American
suppliers were Argentina, Brazil and Colombia; in Asia, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Singapore; and, in
Eastern Europe, Poland and Hungary. (Source: Uno Mas Uno, 07/10/91)
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